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Guided Reading 
�  Guided reading is a model, or structure, for 

approaching the teaching of  reading 

�  A model provides a basic set of  instructional steps, 
but within each of  these steps the teacher can use 
a variety of  different strategies in response to the 
students’ needs 

�  Intended for all beginning readers, but can be 
particularly helpful for deaf  readers because of  the 
continuum of  support that can be provided as 
needed 
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Preparation 
�  Pre-reading Activities 

�  Concept development 

�  Background building 
�  Activation of  content schema to connect with new 

information 
�  Teaching new vocabulary 

�  Sight Vocabulary 
�  Recognizing words in print (when spoken or signed 

form is already known) 
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Guided Reading Steps 
�  Teacher divides the story/chapter into segments for 

silent reading (sentence/paragraph/several pages) 

�  Set the Purpose 
�  Question or statement to focus reading 

�  Silent Reading 
�  Comprehension is best achieved through silent reading 

�  Questions 
�  Additional comprehension questions and back to purpose 

�  Purposeful Re-reading (Oral or Signed) 
�  Identify strategies to determine correct or incorrect 

answers 
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Follow-up Activities 
�  Discussion 

�  Extend beyond the purposeful question to more 
global questions (central plot; higher-order thinking) 

�  Skills Development 
�  Practice with sight vocabulary, word meaning, 

spelling, sentence structure, etc. 
�  Strategy lessons based on previously observed 

reading abilities 

�  Enrichment 
�  Extending comprehension through drama, art, 

writing, etc. 
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Discussion & Practice 
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Teaching Language 
Structures 

Through Literature 



Problems with Current 
Teaching Methods: 

�  Deaf  students are 
typically taught to 
read from an auditory, 
rather than a visual or 
meaning-based 
perspective 
(connecting printed 
letters with speech 
sounds)(Erting, 1992; 
Strong, 1988) 

�  Deaf  children are 
taught through 
structured practice 
and basal readers, 
rather than 
naturalistic exposure 
to appropriate 
literature (Livingston, 
1997) 
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Benefits of  a Bilingual 
Approach: 

�  Exposure to an accessible first language (American 
Sign Language, or other SL) 

�  Visually-based teaching strategies 

�  Emphasis on knowledge base (acquired through 
first language) 

�  Connection to meaning (linking print with signs not 
sounds) 

�  Exposure to “real” literature - interesting and 
engaging children’s storybooks 
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Language Arts Activity Kits 
Each Kit is organized in the following way: 

�  Focuses on a specific language structure 
related to the language arts curriculum 
between K and grade 4 

�  Incorporates general teaching strategies 

�  Provides specific teaching activities and 
suggestions for each of  the five books 
representing quality children’s literature 
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Overview of   
Language Structures 

�  Numbers 

�  Prepositions 

�  Adjectives 

�  Past Tense Verbs 

�  Progressive Verbs  

�  Questions 

 

�  Adverbs 

�  Modal Verbs 

�  Figurative Language 

�  Dialogue 
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General Teaching Principles 
�  The basic principle behind these activities is to 

use children’s literature to teach the 
grammatical structures of  written language 
(English). 

�  Children learn best when they discover the rule 
themselves, rather than being told the rule and 
then practicing it in meaningless drills. 

�  Our role as teachers is to make sure children 
have lots of  exposure to the target structure in 
different contexts, and to direct their attention 
to how it is used. 
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General Teaching Principles 
� We also need to make sure students have 

lots of  opportunities to try to use the 
structure in their own writing – this means 
accepting approximations and gradually 
shaping them into correct productions. 

�  Repetition is important for learning – 
reading and writing must be done over and 
over – but it is also important to keep it 
fun and interesting. 
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General Teaching Principles 

�  It is not enough to simply read the books 
in this activity kit to children during story 
time – the books must be the focus of  
extended and repeated study and this 
difference should be emphasized and 
made clear to both teachers and students 
right from the outset. 
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Guidelines for Teaching Specific 
Language Structures 

Teaching “Dialogue” 

1.  Dialogue is the conversation between 
characters in a story. 

2.  Writers use dialogue to show something 
about the characters – to express their 
feelings and point of view. 

3.  Quotation marks are used to mark the 
words being said by a character.  There 
are some specific rules for using 
quotation marks: 
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Teaching 
“Dialogue” (cont’d) 

	
a) Only the words spoken by the character are 
included in quotation marks.   

 b) A new paragraph is usually used to show a shift in 
speakers. 

 c) Punctuation (commas, periods, question marks, 
etc.) is placed inside quotation marks. 

4.  In ASL storytelling, shoulder shifting and 
eye gaze are used to mark dialogue 
between characters.  Build on students’ 
familiarity with these ASL structures to help 
them learn and use dialogue and quotation 
marks in written English. 
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Activities and Suggestions 
Specific to Each Book 

Suggested Activities For: 

“Something From Nothing” 

(Gilman) 

�  Vocabulary: cozy, frazzled, unsightly, 
material, shrunken, vest, spotted, stain, 
droop, handkerchief, collection, tattered, 
splotched, splattered, suspenders, kaput. 
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Suggested Activities for  
“Something From Nothing” 

1.  There is an entire other story being told 
through the pictures of  the mouse family 
living under the floor – be sure to draw the 
students’ attention to this in multiple 
readings of  the book.  

2.  Analyze the dialogue in the story to show the 
repetition in what the mother says, what the 
boy says, and what the grandfather says.. 

3.  Have the students write their own versions of  
this story with different things that the 
grandfather could make – they can even keep 
some of  the text and quotes exactly as 
written.  
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Questions & Discussion 
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Thank You! 
�  Language Arts Activity Kits are available on-

line on my website: 

www.charlottejenns.weebly.com 

 (This includes the outlines of  the teaching 
strategies, suggested activities, and lists of  
children’s literature for each language 
structure - sorry, no books!) 

June 2, 2016 


